Melinda Cordero

Associate Director, Visión y Compromiso
Melinda Cordero joined Visión y Compromiso in 2004 as the Director of its California Network of Promotoras and Community Health Workers (CHW’s). Currently she serves as the Associate Director of the organization and in this capacity she works with local comites comprised of program directors, Promotoras and CHW’s to facilitate networking among groups, capacity building, leadership development and advocacy efforts within 10 regions of the state. Cordero is also responsible for all statewide programs and initiatives including a statewide annual conference and annual legislative day in Sacramento, CA.
Prior to joining Visión y Compromiso, Cordero worked for Planned Parenthood Los Angeles (PPLA) as the Director of the Promotoras Comunitarias Training Program for 13 1/2 years. Through this position she developed a new education and outreach program and its curriculum for the Latina community, based on a model from Mexico.  Thirteen years later PPLA’s Promotoras Comunitarias Training Program is one of the most successful outreach programs in the state of California.

Cordero is a national certified trainer for Girl’s Incorporated’s Preventing Adolescent Pregnancy Program and has trained Promotoras in their curricula. She served for two years on Senator Charles Calderon’s Women’s Advisory Committee after being appointed in 1993.  In 1999, Ms. Cordero also received the Los Angeles Women’s Foundation Mentor Award and 2001 received an award from Comision Femenil de Los Angeles for her work with Latinas and health. In 2004, Cordero became a fellow of the California Women’s Foundation Policy Institute and in 2005 she became a fellow of CORO Southern California’s Health Leadership Program. Ms. Cordero served as a member of Los Angeles Mayor James Hahn’s Office of Immigrant Affairs Advisory Board, a member of the American Public Health Association Community Health Worker Special Interest Group Policy Committee, member of the Advisory Committee for the National Community Health Worker Educational Collaborative, member of the March of Dimes California’s Latino Advisory Board, and is a board member for California Latinas for Reproductive Justice.
A native of Boyle Heights, Cordero graduated from Scripps College in Claremont, California in 1990 with a BA in psychology.  

