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Dr. Laria is a clinical psychologist with primary expertise in the areas of: behavioral medicine, culture and mental health, and trauma and dissociation. He has been in the administration and faculty at Massachusetts School of Professional Psychology in Boston, MA since 2003 where he teaches Cross-Cultural Psychology, Clinical Hypnosis, and Latino Mental Health. He is founder and director of the "Medical Consultation and Multicultural Competence Training Program," a psychology internship that involves training in primary care mental health and multicultural competence. He is also founder and director of the “Dr. Cynthia Lucero Latino Mental Health Training Program,” a program that trains psychology graduate students to develop linguistic and cultural competence to work with the Latino population in the USA. Dr. Laria also holds a faculty appointment in the Department of Psychiatry and the Department of Social Medicine at Harvard Medical School. He is an advisor on cultural issues to the DSM-V (American Psychiatric Association) gender and culture study group on anxiety and dissociative disorders. Dr. Laria also serves as a member to the Commonwealth of Massachusetts State Council on Health Disparities (appointed by state house president). He has conducted research in the areas: somatization among Latino immigrant patients in primary care, dissociative experiences among Cuban spiritist mediums and mental health patients, “ataque de nervios” (attack of “nerves”) among Puerto Rican patients, and alternative health beliefs and practices among Latinos in the U.S. He was a contributor in the “Clinical Manual of Cultural Psychiatry” (edited by R. Lim, American Psychiatric Publishing, 2006) with a chapter titled: “Issues in the Assessment and Treatment of Latino Patients.”  Finally, Dr. Laria is co-founder and co-director of Boston Behavioral Medicine, a private practice group in Brookline, MA that offers professional clinical services and training.  

