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Gustavo Loera, Ed.D. manages Mental Health America’s (MHA’s) workforce/educational pipeline projects to attract and assist people to careers in the public/nonprofit mental health system. Currently, Dr. Loera is developing model collaboratives with a community college and four-year university to provide people interested in mental health professions with education and training that focuses on recovery-based mental health services.  

Gustavo Loera joined MHA in 1997 as director of the Human Services Academy, Los Angeles’ only nonprofit-school district partnership to guide low-income minority high school students toward careers in mental health and other human services. As a leading figure in the MHA-Los Angeles Unified School District collaborative, Dr. Loera has directed MHA’s involvement as Academy sponsor at two high schools. He set the Academy’s direction and designed its components: classroom curriculum, community work experience and college/career planning. Dr. Loera also serves as a consultant to the California Department of Education on implementing Career Technical Education standards and curriculum. 

In 2006 Dr. Loera received his doctoral degree from the University of Southern California Rossier School of Education. He holds a master’s degree in clinical psychology from California State University, Dominguez Hills. His bachelor’s degree, from the same university, is in psychology and Mexican-American studies.

