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Ivan Quervalú, Ph.D., L.M.S.W., a native New Yorker, received his MSW from Fordham University School of Social Services and his Ph.D. from Rutgers University, School of Social Work in New Brunswick, NJ.  He is presently Grant Writer for the Puerto Rican Family Institute, Inc., the 11th largest non-profit Hispanic organization in the United States (Hispanic Business).  Dr. Quervalu also is coordinating the Latino Social Work Task Force as well as the Bridges HIV Prevention and Education program which has developed a PSA about high risk behavior.  He also wrote and was awarded a $600,000 grant for PRFI’s Jersey City office on HIV education among college minority students in the states of New York and New Jersey.    

Prior to PRFI, he was President and CEO of ASPIRA of New Jersey and was responsible for an Upward Bound grant (1 Million) for the Camden, NJ office for college bound students, and oversaw the development and design of computer technology centers in various sites.  He was Director of Training and Grants at the NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene where he was closely involved in the 911 aftermath of training and recovery.  While with DOHMH he wrote and was awarded a $1.2 million grant for Substance Abuse Services among the elderly in public housing from SAMHSA as well as coordinating the department’s grants requisitions.  During his early career, Dr. Quervalu was a foster care supervisor accumulating many years of experiences in the field where he was involved in the first Latino kinship foster parent program in the United States.
Through the years, besides grants writing, “Doctor Q” has been involved in the development and roll out of public service announcements, training videos and newsletters.  He has coordinated many conferences including a luncheon with Governor Corzine as Keynote Speaker at the ASPIRA Annual Luncheon. He has written various articles including chapters in “Cultural Competency in Health, Social and Human Services” (1998).  While working for the Multicultural Education and Research Institute as Associate Director, he conducted statewide cultural competency surveys and training, and was Assistant Professor of Psychiatry, New York Medical College, Metropolitan Hospital Center, where he taught a course entitled Mental Health and Minority Populations and a research course to Psychiatry Residents. In addition Dr. Quervalu was Director of the Sunset Park Aging in Primary Care Research Program which was a national SAMSHA grant funded project focused on elderly mental health and substance abuse services within primary care settings.

He is an avid photographer, web site master, Latin jazz musician and loves to cook. 
