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Virginia Quiñonez, Psy.D. has been the Chair of the Clinical Counseling Department for over 5 years. Since joining TCS, she founded the Center for Latin@ Mental Health which works to develop educational and research opportunities for students interested in the development of cultural competencies when working with Latin@ populations. As well, community service is an important component of the Center’s work.

Virginia earned her doctorate in Clinical Psychology from the Illinois School of Professional Psychology.  Upon completion of her studies, she joined the clinical staff of the Counseling Center of Northeastern Illinois University where she later oversaw the training program, taught and lectured.  Previous to her doctoral studies, Virginia served as the Director of Women's and Family Services at the Heartland Alliance where she co-founded the Women's Justice Fund and served on the Board of the Chicago Battered Women's Network.  A licensed psychologist, Virginia has experience in several clinical settings including HIV mental health, university counseling, trauma treatment, private practice, psychological assessment and community mental health.  Recently, she scripted and was showcased in a training video and CD, Latino Worldviews in Counseling (ACA, 2006). Her clinical and research interests include clinical supervision in cross cultural settings; trauma treatment and theory; minority students in higher education; gay, lesbian, bisexual issues and the Latin@ immigrant experience.

