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U.S. Department of Health and Human Services

Kenneth S. Thompson, M.D., Associate Professor of Psychiatry and Public Health at the University of Pittsburgh and Western Psychiatric Institute and Clinic, recently joined the staff of SAMHSA’s Center for Mental Health Services (CMHS) as Associate Director of Medical Affairs in 2007. In his role, he provides comprehensive medical leadership in the diverse integrated planning, design, and implementation actions that relate to CMHS programs and objectives, including serving as the co-chair to the Federal Partner’s on the integration of primary and behavioral health care. Additionally, he is responsible for monitoring the application of relevant American Medical Association and American Psychiatric Association professional standards to CMHS policies and programs. 

He grew up as a fan of Roberto Clemente and went to meetings of the Medical Committee for Human Rights in the mid 1960's with his father, a physician who was on the faculty at the University of Pittsburgh. Dr. Thompson's undergraduate degree is from Kenyon College and he went to Boston University Medical School, where he was a National Health Service Scholarship recipient. He did his residency in psychiatry at Albert Einstein College of Medicine during which time he served as psychiatric liaison for the Primary Care Team at Jacobi Hospital Primary Care Clinic, a public hospital in the Bronx. While there he also served on the executive committee of the Committee of Interns and Residents (CIR), the national house staff union. Subsequently he did a Post Doc Fellowship in Mental Health Services at Yale University, where he joined the faculty, working in the Connecticut Mental Health Center in New Haven. Thompson’s undergraduate degree is from Kenyon College and he went to Boston University Medical School, where he was a National Health Service Scholarship recipient. He did his residency in psychiatry at Albert Einstein College of Medicine during which time he served as psychiatric liaison for the Primary Care Team at Jacobi Hospital Primary Care Clinic, a public hospital in the Bronx. While there he also served on the executive committee of the Committee of Interns and Residents (CIR), the national house staff union. Subsequently he did a Post Doc Fellowship in Mental Health Services at Yale University, where he joined the faculty, working in the Connecticut Mental Health Center in New Haven.


Dr. Thompson, a board certified psychiatrist, serves as faculty to the Department of Psychiatry at the University of Pittsburgh as an Assistant Professor of Psychiatry. He is the Director of the Institute for Public Health and Psychiatry at Western Psychiatric Institute and Clinic (WPIC) where he focuses his energies on the mental health needs of persons and communities forced to live in the margins of our society in poverty and under oppressive conditions.
For over 15 years, Dr. Thompson has worked as a community psychiatrist in primary care and HIV clinics, state hospitals, disaster response teams, homeless outreach teams, and community mental health centers. He actively supports psychiatrists interested in public service, community mental health, and transformation of mental health services to support recovery. In addition, Dr. Thompson is Associate Editor of "The Community Psychiatrist", the newsletter of the American Association for Community Psychiatrists. His wife, Andrea Fox, MD, is a geriatrician and a member of the faculty of the Department of Medicine at the University of Pittsburgh. They have three children. Thompson is Associate Editor of "The Community Psychiatrist", the newsletter of the American Association for Community Psychiatrists. His wife, Andrea Fox, MD, is a geriatrician and a member of the faculty of the Department of Medicine at the University of Pittsburgh.
